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Sir- 
In conformance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, 
Applicants wish to call the Examiner's attention to the following art which may be 
material to the patentability of the present invention. Applicants respectfully request the 
Examiner to consider this art and make it of record in this application. 



UNITED STATES PATENT DOCUMENTS 
US 5,196,602 
US 6,008,384 
US 5,969,164 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

JP 73000823 B - English Translation enclosed. 

EP 0 848 991 A1 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

The following references were cited in the International Search Report for the 
corresponding PCT application PCT/US 01/26765. A copy of the International Search 
Report is enclosed. 

US 6,008,384 (Cited in Category A) 

US 5,196,602 (Cited in Category A) 

US 5,073,650 (Cited in Category A) 

Copies of the references are enclosed. The cited references are also listed on a 
United States Patent and Trademark form PTO-1449 which is enclosed for the 
Examiner's convenience. 
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